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Here’s What You Get!

5 Jumbo Insects:

- Caterpillar

« Butterfly

Dragonfly

Ladybug

Bumble Bee

« Teacher’s Activity Guide
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Introduction

Young children are naturally curious about
nature! Excellerations® Toddler Jumbo Insects

is a fun way to introduce well-known insects

and encourage discussion. These jumbo insects
are pliable and easy for little hands to hold,
observe and compare. They are a simple way for
children to begin to develop an awareness of and
appreciation for the natural world.

Use the activities suggested below to further
children’s exploration by engaging them in
spirited discussion and introducing scientific
terminology appropriate for their level.

Use the Excellerations® Toddler Jumbo
Insects to address these Head Start Early
Childhood Learning Outcomes:

« Goal IT-ATL 7. Child shows interest in and
curiosity about objects, materials, or events

« Goal P-ATL 11: Child shows interest in and
curiosity about the world around them
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« Goal P-SCI 1: Child observes and describes
observable phenomena (objects, materials,
organisms and events)

« Goal P-SCI 2: Child engages in scientific talk

Suggested Activities

Encourage the children to observe the
specimens. Can they pretend to make them
fly or crawl? Can they identify colors of the
different bugs? Can they count the dots on
the ladybug or the stripes on the bumble bee?

Insects!

Simple classification activities could include
a discussion about the amount of legs and
wings each bug has. Insects have 6 legs.
Many insects have 2 pairs of wings. Can
you find these parts on the butterfly and
dragonfly? Which insects walk and which
fly...which can do both?

Look for pictures of other insects and find the
body parts. If possible, observe these animals
on walks, in books, or in videos. Prompt the
children to discuss how they are the same
and how they are different. Allow children to
choose one of the insects...can they pretend
to be the bug they’re holding?

Facts for Discussion

A caterpillar is actually a young butterfly. It
grows quickly from an egg and eats lots of
leaves. Then it makes a chrysalis, or cocoon,
where it lives while it's body changes into
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earlySTEM™ Toddler Jumbo Insects — Set of 5 (continued)

a beautiful butterfly. Butterflies can fly fast
and high in the air. Have you seen butterflies
outside? What colors were they?

Many dragonflies like to live near water.
Dragonflies can fly straight up and down and
side to side...and they can eat while flying.

They have excellent eyesight and can see almost
all the way around themselves. Look around the
room and see how far you can see.

Bumble bees live all over the country. They live
in hives that are sometimes built in trees and
sometimes underground. Many times, bees like
to live in large groups and they have different
jobs to do that help. Do you have chores that
you do at home or school? How do you help
your family or school?

Ladybugs are a type of beetle. A ladybug has
wings and can fly fast. Some ladybugs have
many spots and some have none. Ladybugs also
come in different colors from red to yellow to
blue. Adult ladybugs smell with their feet!
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