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earlySTEM™ Ball Maze

Here's What You Get!

- 1 Ball Maze

- 1Ball

« 1Teacher’s Activity Guide

Introduction

Young children are inherently curious about the
world around them - they make great scientists!
By sending the Ball through the Ball Maze, a
young child uses perceptual information to
understand causal relationships while having fun!
The Ball Maze and Ball are made of solid wood for
years of durability and exploration.

Use the Ball Maze to address these Head

Start Early Childhood Learning Outcomes:

PERCEPTUAL, MOTOR, & PHYSICAL

DEVELOPMENT Perception

« Goal IT-PMP 1: Child uses perceptual
information to understand objects,
experiences, and interactions.

COGNITION - Exploration and Discovery

« Goal IT-C 1: Child actively explores people and
objects to understand self, others, and
objects.

« Goal IT-C 2: Child uses understanding of
causal relationships to act on social and
physical environments.

COGNITION - Mathematics Development -
Geometry & Spatial Sense

« Goal P-MATH 10: Child explores the positions
of objects in space.
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Suggested Activities:

Back and Forth

Position the Ball Maze between you and the
child. Place the Ball on the top flat area and
give it a gentle push so it rolls to the other
side where the child is sitting. Encourage the
child to gently push it back. Guide the child to
adjust the strength of his push so the Ball rolls
just enough to touch the opposite side.

Down It Goes!

Place the Ball in the top flat area at the
beginning of the maze. Give it a gentle push.
Encourage the child to observe the Ball as it
travels through the twists and turns of the
maze. Invite the child to place the Ball at the
top of the maze and give it a gentle push. Ask
qguestions such as “How can you make the
Ball go down?”and “What happens when you
push the Ball?”to elicit an awareness of cause
and effect. Ask the child to demonstrate with
her hands how the Ball goes down the ramp
and through the maze.

Through the Tunnel

Position the Ball Maze between you and the
child. Place the Ball at one end of the “tunnel”
under the flat area of the maze and give it push
so it goes through the tunnel and out the other
side. Encourage the child to retrieve the Ball
and send it through the tunnel from his side.
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